| Diſcourſe} 
tb A Y ING 
TITHES| 


BTL MA. 


 Paſtour of the Church of Chriſt at + J 
| T aviſteck In Devon. > + 


" Together with an Aeyegnvix, by 
way of Apology for the - 
ſeafonablenels thereof. 


LONDON. Þ > 
Printed by T.R. & E. 4. and are tobe ſold ; 


—— 


> by Francis Egleſfield at.the figne of the 
= Marygold in Paws Church-yard, 


l _ S 
3 Hh16616pna oreo are henrenady 


#, 
f 
bl 
{ 
| 
[1 
? 


orynmggs rn 


m—_— 


Lord PROTECTOUR 
The C + of E.N G- 


LAND, SCOTLAND, 
and IxELAnD. 


Mayit pleaſe your HIGHN ESSE, 


bevibag HAT Gods Holy Moral 

| 4 > Law may be tj oþ= 

©) CRE ſerved, Chriſtie Lily 

TeSVD ntencroached npon, the _ 

"War" Matt commanded by Traeth, ** 

= 77 Tolerg ton tolergble be had W- i 
| the 9 Rt df this ſhort enſuing di. 


Cour e. lt F had its conception many. _ 


inet « 4, and was intend for the 
late Supream Authority' of this Com-' 
104-wealth of England , but now it 
caſts it ſelf before your Highnels, who 
God hath raiſed up, and into whoſe 
hands,power, and opportunities are put 
#0 bring great deſeones into ation. This 
3s your day to honour him eminently, , by 
whom Kings Reign and Princes decree 
. Judgement. The brood of Travellours 
returned Exlies muſt be ſerwed too for 
Chriſt's ſake, who is their Lord and 
yours. That it 3s a piece of your work 
to take away Snares that hawe been 
ſpreadin the way of Saints, and yet ly 
unremoved, I bumbly ſuppoſe you: know 
amch better than I can tell. Theſe Lines 
rightly underſtood, refen d,and obſerved, 
maybe a Cloud like a Mans hand for 
farther fruitful Rain, that your day may 
zot ſlip to you,or ſlide os for 15,75 the 


ayer of yourHi hneſs e ferwant 
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4 : 4&2 1a my thoughts, tro com- 
/ 2 municate mine Appre- 
, . henſions touching that 

| Ch Ball of Contention, and 
| EIB f 2nd foare © 

| rock of offence , and ſnare 

/ Ito tender Conſciences , the paymetit of 

; | Tithes, as now they are payable and re- 


quired by Law of- the Inhabitants of 
Towns and Villages within this Commons 

| | wealth. This is looked upon by ſome 3s a 

| very great burden to the people of theſe 
- | Nations; and not only ſo, butasa great Ler 
to the People of God, whereby they.are 
kept from, or diſabled in the doingof their 
6 A 3 © dutie 
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and indoing good-to all, eſpecially tothe 
Houſbold of Faith, as Stewards of Che the 
Lord hath entruſted them with, eſpecially 
(as ſome told ) of the Tenth of their Eſtate 
judged to be the Lords portion by a moral 
Low (though not primarily , as neither ig 
the Law of a ſeventh dayes Sabbath.) 

Now (ſay many) when menare enforced 
to pay Tithes to Nobles, Gentlemen, Col- 
| ledges, or ſuch Miniſters as are thruſt upon 

them by corrupt Patrons or otherwiſe, and 
whom they cannot look upon as their Pa- 
. tours ſent of God and ſer over them regyu= 
larly, hereby they are pur out of their way, 
and the Lords portion goeth nor the right 
way, bur is diverted out of its proper chanel 
inthe judgment of ſuch as hold Tithes due 
by divine Right, which are not inconſide- 
rabfe cither for number, judgment, and lear- 
ning or piety, a, 

And (ſay others otherwiſe judgemznred)it 
is aburden which we hoped theſhedding of 
ſo much bloodandexpending 'fuch ſummes 
of money, would long before now have freed 


dutie to them that reach them in the Word, 


us | 


La 


' Tis from, but we are 4s we were. (alas) anvid 


- "wn 4 F/T j 
: Y # . by - 


any for a new,and ſearce thar. Now I ſhall 
mmbly propoſe a few confiderations inor-! 
der to the removal of thele inconveniadces, 
and for direcion or advice-to the giving of 
content to all conſiderable Complainants? 
(being for my. part one- of chem that da 
judge the Tenth part of Eſtate , and Se- 
yenth of rime to be holy rothe Lord!) And 
that thoſe confuſions which: Antichriſt: his 
followers have brought upon: the face of the 
Chriſtian World may be taken away.,.'and 
Goſpel-worſhip be ordered: zi moral dunes 
thereunto belonging , according to the will 
and mind of God and our; Bather:z whoſe 
rules we ought to. walk PR obfervance 

g 


both ro him, and our ne rs. - Andifthis 
be acrueth (which I know-nolearned:Marito 
doubt of )that- the ſubjeR mater af Church- 
admonitions and.Proceedings is Fonwmn & 
nalum, reun O& inquem, pives Of impinn, 


that is to ſay:, Good ro be:obferved,andevil 
to be avoided y why ſhould: not Chrifts own 
way be walked in- for theefleting of theſe 
things in his Church, and: the-particularCon- 
Bf] A 4 gregations 


” Hfrigations thereof throughout the Corte 
mogdwealch..” And if it be a fin even for Ma- 
giltrates and Sword-men Vzz«b-liketo catt 
the Ark of God, and pretehd tokeep it from 
falling. without call and-rule ; how @uch 
more to prote& facriledge, and countenance 
Aatichriſtian diſorders, or at leaſt (as others 
that are-not of my-mindhold,)to continue to 
forte the People of God to pay Tithes unto 
them; ' that may as well by a civil Law re- 
quire Bullocks,; Goats , and Lambes, &c, 
_ forſacrifices, or-inſtead thereof, or any ſach 
thing of Religious off-ſpring from Chri- 
ſtians, Jewes or Reathens. We find inthe 
ſtories of the Church, thatthis wicked pra. 
Qice of: diverting Tithes out of their due | 
_coutſe,was firſt praiſed by Romane Popes: 
when they were come to that incorrigible 
pride and liberty to do all things as they 
pleaſed. Then began they by all opprefſing 
.power;to.grant, firſt exemptions, and after- 
; impropriatiens , transferring Tiches 
from oneto another... And ſoinproceſle of 
time, when al things were ready merchandiſe 
totthet that brought moſt , no marvel mo 


_ we 
, "ks ONE . k ONT 7091 CO OR 
($5 


the portion of the Lord which was to be 1 
payd by divine Rule to Churcheofficers in 2; 
their particular Congregations,and diſpoſed * 
m | of by them in relation to the particular 
ch charges, weretaken from them (as now they 
ce | arc kept from them)Jand either beſtowed up- 
1s | onthe Popes kinſmen the lazy Monkes , or 
to | elſe ſome ſuch as could make beſt friends + * 
() with any of rhe Popes creattireg* were exem- 

_ pred from paying any chingay all A64 upon 
c, the diflolution of thoſe irreligious houſes, 
ch | you cannot be ignorant how many filled 
i- | their Mawes, and rode up tothe very Horſe 
he | bridles into thoſe ſpoils, when thoſe dens of 
a. th2eves were touted. | | 

Is Now becauſe theLords portion ſeized upon 
Ss: | (as I faid before) lay among the devoted 
le | rhings,all wasraken together and made good 
y | prize. And becauſe *twas ſo, it muſt be ſo, or 
g | elſe (fay our wiſe Men) Children of theſe 
r- | Anceſtours & Purchaſers of theſe Tithes 
Ss will be wronged, if they may not enjoy that + 
f which they or their Fathers purchaſed, Bur 
ſe in other things they have a proverb Caveat 
at | Empior, and aman may ſeize on his ſtollen 


| Hotſe j 
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F Horſe whereſoever he find it, and ſometimes 
> a®honeſt mao may be jindanger of his lifefor 
* buying it, though meaning no harm. Why 
| then ſhouldnottheLords portion bereſcucd, 


| : and reſtored to him? And yer other things I 
| .; ſhallbriefly lay downin orderto the making 
' thisgood. Thac Tithes, as now payd are 


» , {infully exa&ed and received and that the 
| paymentof them this way is: injurious, bur= 
thenſome facreligious, or at leaſt. an: hin- 
derance tothe performance of Chriſtian du- 
rie according to Gods Law. --! | | 
" GE 36 -- 
The main argument i taken from referring the 
duty of paying of Tithes unto its proper Law, 
and here i a (hort diſcourſe of Lawes. 
Oncerning Lawes, I will for breviti-s 
& ſake referre them to three Heads: Di- 
yine,Civil, Canon, By Canon Lawes I mean 
the: decrees of Councels, which were of 
great force when the myſterie of iniquitic 
was grownripe, By Civil. Lawes, I m-an 
Princes Conſtitutions and Ads. of Parlia- 
ment. - Now that Tithes did not receie 
enELF, 


| their original from either of theſe Lawes * 
| were very eaſy tomake good. For. wefind | 
 jn Hiſtories, that Tithes were more duly; 'Y 
more orderly, and more fincerely payd,be- 
fore the Canon Law was invented , 'then 
ever they were fince ; and that they were 
not anciently due by the Civil Law and * 
Princes conſtitutions tillnow of late years, . } 
is morethen evident. And we know how 
generally Titnes have been held due through- 
out all the Chriſtian World: And we know 
no one Prince hath power over all Chri- 
ftian Lands. And therefore it remaines 
that if Tithes be payable atall in Goſpel 
times , it muſt be by the Law of God, and 
fromit their due muſt cake it's riſe. 
Now the Law of God is either Moral,Ju- 
 dicial,or Ceremonial: theſe things are known 
to every abcedarian in Divinitie, The work 
next will be to place the paimenrt of Tithes 
in its proper form,that we may by help of its 
proper ſcituation ſee the dutie of. Princes 
and Parliaments to help: the Lord againſt 
rhe Mighty, and to cauſe uſurpipg Ceſars to 
letalonethat which belongethto God, and 


| (8) | 

 totake that whichis their owe» Then will 
not men be ſocarneſt to keep up Tithes as 
they are now paiable,nor make ſuch hideous 

 Cryes as they do, ſet a work by ſuch of E/res 
Houle,as know the Lord hath not owned 
them, and therfore defirenot maintenance in 
his way.  _ 

According to thoſe three ſorts of Lawes 
before- mentioned thercare three ſeveral opi- 
niohs among men that are called Chriſtians. 
Thefirſt that Iwil ſpeak of as being the new- 
eſt and weakeſt,isthat Tithes became payble 
by the Ceremonial Law. Now what is Ce- 
remonal is either ſo Levitically ( which all 
ceremonies are not, for there was ſacrificing 
and other ceremonies in uſe before the Levee 
tical Order) or elſe thoſe ceremonies that 
were ſo in uſe before. Now if Tithes be 
Levicically ceremonial, then before the Le- 
vites they hadno being or uſe at all. But if 
any ſhall fayi they were ceremonial before 
theLaw,as ſacrifices were inuſe and ceremo- 
nial before they were Levitical,viz.before 
| thoſe particular Ordinances for the manner 
of facrificing were commanded , and there- 


fore (ſo)ceremonial, I anſwer this is =y 
Plat» _ 


plauſible and probable,viz. that Tithes were ? 
_ ceremonies before the Law as well as ſacri- * 
fices, and that certain particn)ar Ordinances 
of paying them to the Levites , or the affig- 
nation of them to that worſhip of God, 
which was then in uſe may be called a Levi- 
tical conſtitution, But to make this opi= 
nion good ungainſayably, and to make the 
paying of Tithes , and offering of ſacrifices 
ro agree compleately : we muſtenquire into 
ewo things, firſt the Propriety , ſecondly the 
end of both Sacrifices and Tithes. For the 
firſt, the propriety of Sacrifices is not the 
Lords untill they are once offered to him,and 
rfl] char rime he hath the right and propriety 
in thoſe things,that is about to ſacrificethem., 
Bur in Tithes man hath no right ar al}, be- 
cauſe they are all the Lords. In Sacrificin 
man fan@ifieth of his own tro God , whic 
before offcring is his own , and if heſhould 
not offer, it remaineth his own ſtil}, bur pay= 
ing of Tithes is not a giving but a rendring to 
God that which was his beforc:not ro ſacri- 
| fice isungodlineſs, not to pay Tithes is in- 
juſtice alſo, Therefore foraſmuch as a cexc- 
monie 
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7” mony ſtandeth ingiving to God what is a 
mans own not what is Gods before , paying 
of Tithes cannot be a ceremony. Secondly if 
we took to the end of a Sacrifice, ic did figni. 
fie and type our the great Saccifice, upon the 
Crofle, it was a carnal type of that holy Sa- 
crifice,, and was tro have an end when that 
ſhould be exhibited ( and indeed the end of 
all ceremonics was ro fignific ſomertung.) 
But who can ſhew ſuch an end of paying 
Tithes .>r.indeed any other end then Mainte- 
nance of the Miniſtery before the Law, and 
nnder the Law with ſome particular additio- 
nal conſtitutions ,and claimed,and challeng- 
cd in the times immediatcly ſucceeding rhe 
Apoſtles, and by the conſent of all , or the 
moſt Chriſtians yielded to, Tithes were the 
Lortis before he” affigned them to Levi, 
- 0bje. All things are the Lords. Sol. In an- 
other ſenfe then Tithes arc. All things are the 
Lords,as he created them,and as by his Pow 
ex he Rules over all,and as all owe him duty 
and homage. Bur” Tiches are ſaid to be the 
Lords in reſpc& of, and by immedixe right, 
more then the other nine parts ; as the Sc- 
OY venth- 


venth-day is bis more thenthe otherfix.We 1 
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might argue alſo from the definition af a Le- 
vitical ceremonic,and make a long diſcourſe: 


but the end of my writing is not to prove 
Tithes due ſo much as to ſhew which is rhe 7 


way to help thEthat fear the Lord to be able 
ro give God his due, which muſt be by the 
power of a Law taking away Tithes, as now 
they are challenged, and payed rather to the 
Devil then to God,at the beſt to men upona 
civil account,which is a ſnare to many a gra- 
cious ſoul. | 
There is a ſecond Opinion that Tithes 
were payd. among the Jews by a judicial 
Law. It ſeemeth to me ſomwhat abſard that 
Holy things and Worſhip ſhould be referred 
ro judicials, And befides they that have read ' 
Hiſtories know , that this 1s an invention of 
the Popiſh Schoolemen-and thoughir be el- 
der then the former Opinion, that Tiches 
were ceremonial z yet it is but at moſt four 


hundred years old,and was thoughtupon, to*- ; | 


excuſe the Romiſhſacriledge of appropria- 
ting parochial Tithes tothe Popes kin{me 
Abbots and Monks , as D, John Reynolds 


upon 


upon 0badiah notably ſhewerli. For after 


the Pope had through corruption. made 
Tithes away from their proper charges, to 
falve ir,this crrour was deviſed, and this is 
the ſecond Opinion, 
The-laſt and moſt likely to be trae ( for I 
determine not abſ9lutely) is, that Tithes are 
the Lords,and belong to fuch as are employ- 
ed abour his worſhip morally, and thit 
to maintaine. Miniſters is a part of 
the worſhip of God, for ſo Jacob 
did worſhip God, Gen. 28.22. and that 
ſuchas wirhdraw themſelves from this duty, 
by withdrawing maintenance from Mini- 
ſers, are robbers of God, Ma/achy 3-8, and 
mockersof God, Gal.6.6,7.' And here I 
might make work, had 1 timeand skill,and an 


inclination to make a Treatiſe of Tithes, to 


ſhew you the various Opinions that are now 

in England concerning Miniſters, and their 

maintenance. Some ſcarce allowing any uſe 

of a Miniſtry, or Ordinances, others granting. 

reaſonable competent maintenance ' to be 
meer tobe allowed; Others pleading hard for 
the continuance of Tithes as they are now 
| payable 
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| ſelf v72,of paying Tithes, an hinderance to 


paiable by Law, and cuſtome and to-pariſth = 
Miniſters and Lay-proprietartes as they are 
called, or to Colledges, and ſo forth, 
From all rheſe I muſt crave leave to di{- 
ſent, from the firſt ſort, wich deteſtation of 
their deluſions and irreligiouſneſs; from the 
ſecond and third with a proteſtation, that I 
will yield when mine enſuing reaſons are 
ſoundly anſwered, which keep me from clo« 
ſing with either opinion. | _ 

And here I ſhall as I am able;ſet down my 
preſent perſwaſion concernibg paying of 
Tithes in theſe enſuing patticulars. 

- I, That the preſent payment, of Tithes is. 

a grievance tothis Comman- wealth, a prO- 
pagating of Antichriſtian ſacriledge in re= 
gard of impropriations, an. oppreſſing of 
Saints and enſnaring of the conſciences of 
ſome that are unſatisfied rouching their Pa- 
rochial Miniſters , and tonching rhething it 


orderly members of gathered Churches if 
many places from doing their duty towards 
1uch as are their Officers orderly ſet over 
them, 6a ſtrengrhening of Cuariſts ehemies 


-. ftety 


prophane and ſcandalous and prove Mini 


6. » iis 
ſtersby givit or payingthatcothem which 
by God.-1s 1 pointed tor ſlich as are fenrb 
him, and git fred andcalled according to ils 
| * 2, That (with humble ſubriſſion) it is 
the Magiſtrates dury totake away al theſ& 
burdens and ſharesrharlie'on' the ftates'afid 
conſciences'of the godly of the Land, ,and 
make them unable to diſthirge their Toral 
duty in their proper Churches which” i$'to 
communicate unto therntbat teach thery' in 
all good thirgs, as the Lord hath ordaihed: 
TE I Fo: 9,14. with Gal, 6,6.” 

, Thit hurch-members ought to be 
16G upor as'a willing people, Pſal. T10, 
3. and to ite” ſeverely dealt withall for neg- 
Jett of duy hefein, 'as in other diforderly 
walkitgs,and not ocherwiſe., 
| I mentloricd but now three ſorts, and: re- 
jected the firſt as not worth the taking notice 
of, for why ſhould I look on them that defy 
the uſe ofa. Goſpel-Miniſtery andoChurch- 
Ordinances, {eeing they are tot ſo much Is 
our-ſide Chriſtiins? The” ſecond ſort thar 
_ would have Miniſters to have an honourable 
"and comfortable' maintenance allowed” to 
on” and ſerted upon hem Parliamenta- 
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-commendablethenthe latter ſort of.-which I 


| give tythes where they enjoy the benefir of 


_ pleaſed to beſtow upon his people, 


_ Lertme not ſeeme to' be one of thoſe that 
| would pgr{wade peopleto rob God,for that 
15 farre from my thoughts. Noram I againſt 


ty power, do ſeemeto many to befar more ' 


am to ſpeak by and by z but for my part T 
cannot agree to this opinion, for theſe rea» 
ſons. Tr; Becauſe it diſpenſeth with the per= 
formance of that which is (moſt probably 
atleaſt)a Moral duty,to wit paying of tythes 
where they are due, 2. Becauſe it ſuppoſeth 
that Chriſtians ought not to chaſe their owne 
Church-Officers, or thereto joyne; and ſo to 


labonrs from him or them ro whom they 
pay their tythes, 3. It forceth out from peo- 
ple money whether they will or no, which 
is.not ſuitable to a Goſpel ſpirit. 4-Tt is not 
ſo honourable a way as to ſhare'-ahd ſhare 
like in all ſorts of blefſings that God ſhall be 


But for the laſt opinion and cry for the 
continuance of tythes as now they are pay- 
able; I much wonder thatit hears fo well 
from ſoraany that ſeeme fo wiſe and godly. 


Univerſities; Schooles, Towne Divines, - or 4 
B 5 Teachers |} 


* + 1» bod 
Teachers of the ignorant, but do wiſh that 
out of ſuch lands and eſtates as have btene 
forfeited to the Common-wealth , ſome 
might be imployed for theſe pious uſes, and 
alſo do humbly prefent this to be confidered 
whether ic may not be firby rates and taxes, 
roenforce ſuch as walk not with well-order- 
ed Churches, to maintaine ſuch as are ſer by 
the Magiſtrate about any of the forementi- 
oned imployments - Mcthinks there ſhould 
be wiſdome enough inthis preſent Govern- 
ment to finde ont fit wayes and courſes for - 
theſe things. Bur that which I aime at is, x. 
That we may not (according to the Pro- 
verb) Rob Peter to pay Paul, as the Pope hath 
done by robbing Pariſh Churches to main- 
raine Abbiesand Priories, 8&c. which hath |; 
beene high facriledge, and the cauſe of much |, 
confuſion in the Chriſtian world. 2. That [g; 
members of well-ordered gathered Church- |; 
es be not compelled topay tythes(which be- |;.. 
long totheir proper Miniſters) unto ſuch as | 
either Patrons thruſt upon them, or the pro- |, 
phane multirude get inby an over-ruling |. 
Vore, oreven unto ſuch as being godly Di- |, 
vYincSappointed by Authority to ace 
| rs. 
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(17) | 
orts,gught to be cared for ſome other way: 
aſtly, That only ſpiritual weapons be made 
uſe of to deale with Saints in matters thatdo 
mrely belong to Religion, foraſmuch as all 
do not ſee this truth of the Jus Divinum of 
ythes, and will be offended if they ſhouldbe 
enforced by the Civil power to do that as a 
art of Divine worſhip, which they cannot 
ce ſo tobe; 


A 


— 


CHAP. III. . 

In this Chapter following Objeions againſt this 
that hath beene ſaid, are anſwered. 

fo {ome may ſay that this taking away 

of tythes by a Law, will be very 1n- 

jurious to Miniſters, who will be expoſed 

to poverty and want , and what jus 


ſtice can there be to inflit ſuch pu- 


niſhmenrs upon thoſe who never deſerved 
t? To which Ianſwer, that pious and true 
Miniſters of Gods ſending , have the Lord 
for their portion ; and although they ſhould 
have nothing, yet they do poſſeſle all things, 
2 Cor, 6. 10, atid yet further, the Lord hath 
provided a liberal maintenance for rhem, as 
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(68). 
I have ſhewed before z He hath ordaincd,thu 
pbey that preach the Goſpel , ſhould live of the 
Geſp:/;, Chriſt hath declared, that the Laboy= 
ver 3s worthy of his wages, Luke 10. 7, And 
aro the Apoſtle threatens them thatſkeep 
ack, &C. chap. 5.4. and many argumentsare 
ufed by Paul, 1 Cor. 9.7, &c. to confirme 
this truth; bur-what:s all chis to continuing. 
of tythes as they are now payable by Law, 
to Noblemen, Gentlemen, Colledges, Pa- 
riſh Prieſts, or any very unworthy men(who 
ye: make the greateſt cry) by this meanes 
godly people are difabled from, rather then 
 holpento dotheir duty to their godly Pa- 
ſtours and Teachers. | 
'  Andfurther T anſwer, that Gods works | 
are moſt beauciful when they aredone in 
Gods way, and nor according to the humor- 
ousf{uperſtitious brabling,contentious,cuſto- 
mary wayes of men; If paying of tythes be 
a Moral duty (as it is ſuppoſed to be, at leaſt 
ſecunaarid) and it be confirmed to be in 
force (at leaſt by conſequence or equiva» 
lence) in the writings of the New Teſta- 
ment : Why ſhould not Chriſtians be lefrin 
this dutyto Scripture rules and Church wea- 
| Dow | pons 
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2s in orher parts ol worlhip }/ Bux je  miay be 
replied, that then people will es bonds, ; 
and caft away Chriſts cords, and, mike liitte 
account of word or cenſure, Rc: Wilt they 
ſo 2 Why then Tet our M iniſters, that are for- 
promiſcuous adiminiſtrations,ſee their errour” 
in that opinion, arid rhe intulngfle of their 
practice, and learne bercafterto ſeparate be- 
rweene the precio and the: vile,” and be 
more faithful in their cruſt, .angd then God 
will teach men to be, more foi ward to pay 
them their due, and to allow, thein at leaſt 
competencies, if they be not convinced of 
this truth of the Divine Right, of paying of 


| tythes, which I with were more ſearched 


y as all cruths ought ro be wighout parti- 
ality. 
_ Obje@. But it will be an a& of inguſtice to 
take away from men that which is theix pro- 
per right by the ancient Lawes of men, and 
which men have bought and paid for, and 
ro give it to ſuch as, have no right ther eunto, 
whole it never was in any ones opinion (for 
indeed if tythes be-not the Lords (is hath 
formerly becne ſhewed they arc) they 7 muſt 
"4 Seeds 


, / needs be theirs whom Laiv and poſſeſſion 


hath ſerled them upon). Now to take tythes 
from them that claim them, & receive them 
as their right by Law (which determines 
propriety )without allowing a valuable con- 
fideration, may ſeeme to be great iniquity, 
$0}, To which T anſwer, that if to with- 
hold goods from the owner be a fin,and for- 
bidden (as it is)in the Word of God : then 
It can be no finne in the Magiſtrate to 
judge the reſtoring of them to the rightful 


owner, and to turne the ſtreame into its pro«. 


erchannel. The caſe is the ſame touching 
tythes, whether you look upon them as due 
by the Moral Law to Minifters, or as devo- 
red in the elder times of rhe Goſpel-Church, 
though for my part I rather believe the for- 
mer ; but we will not make more queſtions 
then need to divide the worſhippers of Gods 
The ſcope of this Tra@ being toevince the 
duty of this preſent Pawer to take tythes 
away as now they are payable, and to put 

people into a capacity of doing their duty- 
04jeez, But if the Lawes of men do not 
compel perſons to do their duty, they will 
þe rei, Me and negligent; Gee, 
I | Drs 
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Sol, Towhich I anſwer, The Churches 


are to take cogniſance of miſcarriages jntheir 
proper and peculiar members,and they have 
not the power of the Keyes committed to 
them in vaine, it 1s not ſword work, either 
Military or Civil , to force peoples conſci- 


ences, but the work of the Spirits ſword, as 
hath formerly beene hinted. 


zeſt, But whar courſe then ſhall be ta- 
ken to provide for ſuch as are to inſtru the 
world? 

Apſw. Tanſwer, Churches may ſend our 
members, and the State ( it they ſee it fit) 
may out of Gleeb-Jands {ſo called)or other 
devoted Revenues, otby Taxes and Rates, 
allow ſuch or any others whom they ſhall 
judge meet for that work of preaching(whe. 
ther Church-officers or others ) a conveni= 
ent ſtipend or pay ; provided that Church. 
members be not robbed of that which they 
arecarrying tothe Lord as his portian by his 
owne appointment and ordinance, There 
may be many wayes thoughtuponto furniſh 
the Nation with able 8& godly Teachers and 
Preachers, cither fixed or icinerary web may 


beauthorized and maintained in this Excel- ,.\\ 


lent / } 


. 
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| lent needful imployment, if they be not 
£ Church-officers ;- and if they be Church- 
officers, then care is taken for rhem already 
by the Ordinance of God as hath beene 
ſhewed; and indeed ſuch only are fir (un- 
lefe in caſe of extreme neceffity) for that: 
work of publike preaching, and it will rend 
much tothe making of peace among Profeſ- 
ſors of Religion, and ic is very ſuitable to the 
ancient praQice of the Church in the times 
afrer theApoſtles, 4:thanaſixes againſt theMeſ- 
falians, writerh, that there were diverſe Biſh- 
ops in ſome one Church, though not in that 
of Alexandria : And D. Sutliffe, de port, lib. 
I.chap, 5. faith, that Paul rowne by towne 
appointed Presbyters and Biſhops. And Epi- 
phanizs, cont. hereſ 116.2. hereſ] 27. And En- 
ſeb:u5 allo,in his Eccleſiaſtical ſtory,reckons 
both Peter and Pax for Biſhops at Rowe,both 
at one time. Bur I lay not much weight on 
theſe things. Only to ſhew you that if in 
one particular Church there be divers Mini- 
ſters, Biſhops, Presbyters, Elders (call them 
. by whichoftheſe names you will) there 
> maybeaſparing of ſome of them by courſe 
” troinſtruT the world, and yer they may be 
E | HH ready 
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ready alſo to preſerve good order in the par= 
ticular Churches ro whom they do belong, 
and to propagate the Ordination (for the 
perpetuity ot Churches reſpectively)athers 
ro ſuceced them fromtimeto time upon the 
ele&ion of the members of each Church of 
fir mcn ſo ro be preſented tothem to receive 
Ordination. And is Calvin, {;b. 4. cap. 3. 
[eF. 8,15. &11b.4. cap. 4.ſe&.1, athrmeth 
that from among the company of the Pref- 
byters ſome were choſen to be Paſtours and 

Teachers, and the reſt were Overſcers and 
Cenlurers of the behaviours of the people : 


| ſo why may not theſe by coarſe, or ſome of 


them be choſen ro preach and teach abroad, 
and receive their livelihood from the Chur- 
ches ro whom they. do belong, out of the 
rythes paid in to them by rhe members, and 
due unto them as Miniſters of thoſe Church- 
es? For I would not have you think that 
one man ſhould ſcrape hundreds together 
from the Church (as ſome Parſons fo called 
now do) bur that rythes ſhould be brought. 

into Gods ſtore-honſe(as we read they were | 
commanded to be, Mal. 3. 1.) and fo im- 2} 
ployed to the ſervice of God in maintaining 1 
| | Miniſters :; 
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" Miniſters and Church-officers. But I am ſen- 
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ſible of therunning of my Pen. I therefore 
rcturne to the Anſwer to the Queſtion, v7. 
that men of ſmall reach may calily finde our 
wayes for inſtructing the world that do not 
ſubmit to any Church. Biſhops or Miniſters 
of old had the care of both Cities in which 
they lived, and Countries adjoyning,andbe- 
fdes Church- members and others live pro- 


/ miſcuouſly together in moſt places,&if they 
- donor, care may be taken without ſo much 


ado for teaching and inſtrufting all. Whole 
Cities or townes were not Churches in anci- 
ent time, neither ought they to be ſonow. 
Weread of the Church of $7r24, one of 
the ſeven Churches of Aſia, where Polycar pres 
was Paſtor, as ſoone as he was knowne to be 
a Chriſtian, was martyred by the rage of the 
multitude, and that (as Euſebins, Eccleſ, hiſt, 


 tib, 4.cap. 15, recordeth) in the ſight of his 


ownepeople. The whole Cities there were 
nor Ehurches;z if they had been, how could 
the Church of Smyrna ( writing to other 
Churches of che foreſaid martyrdome) enti- 
tle her ſelfe the Church of God which 1s at 
$1jrna? And yet I will notdeny but there 
might 


- q 2 q J 
might be ſome few here & therein the town 
and hamlets thereabout, which belonged to 
the Churches in the greater towns and cities, 
but not as now where Taviſtock town is one » _ : 
thing, and T@viſock, pariſh another, becauſe 1 
it is ſuppoſed all that are within the pre- 
cin&ts of the pariſh, maſt needs be members 
! of theCharch there, and fo hath it beene ac- 
| counted tormerly:but I muſt confeſſe (with- 
5 outfear) ir is otherwiſe now. And why may 
| itnor be ſo inocher places? I teach all in 
{ thepublike mceting-houſe, bur do only bap= 
tizethe children of ſuchas are received and 
allowed members of the Charch, and admit. 
ted tothe Lords Table. And therefore ( this 
queſtion notwithſtanding) IT conceive, ta- 
king away of tythes, as now payable, will no 
way hinderthe teaching of the world,burra- 
ther ( as I have ſhewed ) further ir, when 
Church-members ſhall be enabled to pay 
their tythes to their proper Churches. 


CHAP, 
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| es | 7 7 | 
, In thi laſt Chapter you have the Concluſion with 
bumble ſubmiſſzn to the Churches af Chriſt, 
and io the Mimiters of the Giſpel- 
lh isnot my purpoſeto be either peremp. 
tory or prolix, I will therefore ſumme up 
all. Whether chey ſhall read theſe ſabitane. | 
ous colleFions that hold that tythes are meer 
almes, which was the opinion of thoſe who 
were called rh-Waldenſes, which doubtleſs | 
they were drawne to hold, uponthe abaſe of | 
rythes which they ſaw under the Church of 
Rome , Which opinion afrerward came to be 
received and taken up by John Wickliffe and 
his ſcholars, as-you ſhall finde it tobe che 18 
Article amongf thoſeagainſt him condemn-' 
ed inthe Councel of Conſtance, and by Jobs 
Hu a Bohemian, We[ſiam Thorp an Englich- 
man, as appeareth by their examinations | 
recorded by Mr. Fox, which hachalſo fince | «| 
beenetaughtby Anavapriſts and Trinitaries, | ; 
as may be ſeehe ina book de antitheſibus we- | '| 
i & falſi Chriii3, Anno Domini 1568. Albe 
Julie, and is followed by many now that | + 
wauld have Miniſtersand ER <= 'F 
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'Princes coniſtitutions,or by the CanonLaw, 


(27) les 
have right to nothing:Or whether they ſhall 
peruſe what I have written; that hold for a 
reaſonable and competent maintenance as 
due by Divine authoriry,whichis the opini- 
on of them ofthe Church of Roxze, as Bellar- 
mine declareth, Tom. 1 contr.s5, lib. 1.a0dis 
much received among our Writers of the 


{ ReformedChurches,cap,25.Or whether they 


look upon thele lines,that hold tythes dueby 


| the expreſſe Word of God, which is the 


jadgemenr of rhe ancient Fathers from rhe 
beginning without contradiction, untill the 


-Supreme Authority of the Pope rook them 


away by meanes of impropriations: This 1s 


the concluſion,that as now they are payed by 
the Lawes and uſages of this Nation, they 


cannot be warranted to be well paid: which 
to prove, I provoke any Divine, Lawyer, or 


other to make good by ſound arzuments out | 


of the Ward of God; and rherefore that 
they ought ro berakenaway notwithſtand= 
ing all that hitherto T have heard to be als 


"edged for the keeping of them on foot. 


 Ifrythes be dueat all, it muſt be either by 
the Law of Godor men, if of men, eitherby 
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as [ have ſaidin chap.2, They were paid be« 
fore the Canon L1w was invented, and better 
then ſince. And tew pleadPrinces conſtitntis 


for their ancient payment inthe Church, for -| 


they are held duc ia all the Chriſtian world 
over, which no one Prince ruleth. And for 


our late paying of them by Lawes and Ordi- | 


a © 7 as. ; 


nances, if the Common Law were well ap= || _ 


plied, it would be found to be Male: xſ#,and | 
therfore abokendus. Wherefore ſeeing all that 
can be ſaid for continuance of tythes is decla- | 
red to beof no force, ſeeing it is ſo injurious | 
tothe Churches, ſo oppreflive to the people ! 
of the Land, ſo unwarrantableby the Word | 
 ofGod,the taking of them away ſo much de- | 


fired by all char are the moſt confiderable,8: 
that chis is the way to have them paid regu- 
larly by ſuch as ſee thattruthz8 are ſo judge- 
mented, orelſe to help them that are for a lt- 
beral maintenance,for Miniſters to be ableto 
dotheir duty according to their light - Sce- 
ing wayes may be eaſily found our for pre- 
yenting all inconveniences that will come by 
their taking away, I conclude as Cato did his 
Orations , &$ ſemper dirnendan eſſe Carthagt- 
em,So,that by any means tythes asnow Pay. 
| able 
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able of all ſorts root and branch ate by Aus = 


thoriry to be taken away, in the judgement 
of T.L. 
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An APPENDIX 70 the former diſcourſe by way 
of Apology for the ſeaſonableneſſe of it which 
ſore do or may ſuppoſe to be atherwiſe 


[| Am very ſenſible (Chriftian Reader)that I 
ſhall be looked upon with diverſe ſorts of 


| eyes,and the moſt(I have cauſe to think)will | 
| Caſt ill aſpe&s upon theſe few lines I have 
| written touching the Moral duty of giving 


the tenth of our eſtates ro God,the Lord Pa» 


} ramount of all that we enjoy, as tenants at 


will, by,and under this (as it were) reſerved 
rent. But foraſmuch as I judge ic to be, not 
only a duty as Iam a Miniſter, to bear wit. 
neſ{e to every truth in due time and place; 
but eſpecially to look after and eye Gods call 
toa work of thetime when it ſhoald be done 
more eminently and univerſally; and concei- 
ving this to be ſucha one, I truſt T thallnot 


bemiſ-judgedby all, nor the moſt of thant 


thar'truly fearthe Lord, if in any'competent 
meaſure they ſtand looſe & difingagedfropy ; 
| GC private 


&/ Ptiyate intereſts. For otherwiſe truly I ſhall 
be indanger of deep cenſure,&luch of ſnares 
and flurs,to the drawing of them perhaps to 
oppoſe, yea, perſecute this work of mine, 
though intended for the relief of tender con- 
ſciences, and ro make a beginning by break- 
ng of the ice in this thing, which taske God 
hath bin pleafedall along my life (as I could 
ſhew in many particulars)tolay upon me. 
Intereſts arediverſe,of honour ſome, ſome 

of profic, of friends otherfome, and eaſe and 
—_— ſleeping in a whole skin (as we 
ay)will be very tecby ar ſuch things as cauſe 
troubles and (tirs,in places and countreys,15 
the effeRual proſecuting of this truth by the 
hand of power in regard of the practick part 
is like enough to do. But intereſts arc 
never. ſo dangerous as witen coloured cver 
with pretences of piety, juſtice, Religion : 
As we read in Sarwel of Say}s ſparing of 
Agar and the beſt of the flock 1n order (as 
he pretended) to the worſhip and ſervice of 
God, orin pity to that King : but this proved 
acauſe ofcaſhzterment to Sau by God, and 
another muſt take his place. The Gadarens 
upon an intercſt of profit ſent Chrilt away, 


for 
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for they were loath to loſethelr pigs : Aha 
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Diotrephes upon the intereſt of honour and ©} 
preeminence oppoſeth John and the work of * 


Chriſt in his Churches. Intereſt of friends 


ſhip was a great blur and ſcourge togood. 
King Fehoſaphat, ro wit, his joyning with 4+ 


| hab and 4baz1ab,l might cell you of che inter- 


eſt of relations, which was ſuch a cauſe of % 
folly in King Se/omon, who by his wives up- 
on this account was drawnto Idolatry. Alſo 
do we not. ſeethat many publike Preachers 
like the Phariſees, oppoſe Chriſt in many of - 
his ſervants, becauſe they are nor made (as it 
were) little Gods, as once they were; thus 
many upon the intereſt of honour mifcarry 
much, that promiſed better when tinge was. 
Bur yer truth at laſt will profligate all thae 
ſtands in its way , and as itis written of the 
Governors of Judah,Zach.12, 6. Will be like 6 
heath of fire among wood, and like «torch off fire 


ina (heaf, and devonre all that ſtands againſt 


it onthe right hand and on the left, But to the 
matter1n hand, For the point of taking away 
tythes as now they are required, and many 
moleſted and grieved in ſpirit, ſome even 
precious ones, for being unwilling to pay 

C 2 them. ; 
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4 them no 

| force ſorodo,1]fay for this I fuppoſe I ſhall 
have many approvers of what I write among 
ſuch3s prerend to the exitteſt Reformation, 
Bur.che other branch of my afl-r:ion willnot 
ſocaſily go down with ihcem. Well, if ic will 
rot yet, I hope yet they will not be unchari- 
. tabic of me that write what i Judge tobetruc, 
and what I rhink more Satnis will fee tobe 
a trn:h ſhorcly, In the meanerime however, 
Ecrufttiiar all that fiave the face ofReligion, 
will be lo.ah under a Goſpel diſpenſation 
ſhining as the Sun in its ſtreagth,to be worſe 
and mote backward to Miniſter to the Lord 
of cheir ſubſtance, then the Jewes were,who 
lived under ſuch dark Typical and umbrati- 
cal adminiſtrations, And ia the meane time, 
E hold forth no other compulſories to be 
madenfe of, bur ſuch as are to work upon 


confcience, tor theſe are the weapons Mint- | 


ſters and Chnrches muſt make uſe of ; judg- 
ing ſach (for my part) as can finde in their 
heart to neglect expreſſe commands of Scri- 
ptureconcerning Miniſters maintenance, and 
diſtributing to the neceflittcs of the Saints, 
(yeaof any that are in-want) to be _— 
£27134 or 
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ſor communion in Church-Ordinances» 


And let ſuch as will not hear the Church»... 


know that the Lord is coming, Doubrtleſſe 
did Miniſters and Saints wield and look up- 
on ſpiritual weapons with faithful hands and 
awful eycs, there would more be done (in 
fouls I meane borne of the ſpirit) incompa=— 
rably , then by all the force of anarme of 
fleſh can cver be expected. 
But I am afraid many Miniſters had ra- 
ther ſerve the Stace for viſible iti:cnds, then: - 
Jefas Chriſt upon Scripture pay ; which is 
one main” cauſe I am periwaded , though 
they ſhall ſurely anſwer for icthar fo uſe us) 
that weace ſo vileand contemptible among. 
the people, But ſome objechgns are tobe 

anſwered. X 
0% j, 1 As firſt, that this Nation is unca-, 
pablc of this way ned work.,. there being ſo 
many 11 it whoſe eſtates are upon the mattex. 
made up of rythes, &c, and therefore it is (at 
leaſt) unſeafonable, though poſhbly taking 
away of tythes, as now payable, may be ets. 
fefted in time to come. | 
- Sul. Ta which 1 anſwer, thar the Seri 
pours gives us many examples of ſuch as have. 
2 OS ated. 


I (34) 


acted by halves abour neceſſary works, upon 
reaſons of State, and grounds of policy, who 
have alwayes found ar lalt it had been better 
for rhem to have walked exa&ly,and to have 
doneto the urmoſt, what God would have 
hadthem ro do. A grave wiſe counſel was 
led jnto a very ill praftice, to wit,to Vatethe 
Son of God to death upon a reaſon of policy 
John 11,47. onward in dvers verſes. And 
beſides, ec have had experience that ſome 
havelerſlip opportunities and nicks of time 
wherein rhey might have done great things, 
which they could never recover again. Now 
therefore while the ſpirits of the moſt of the 
godly inthe Land are, and have beene upon 
this point ofextirpation of this root of mi(l- 
chief which lieth in the way of advancing 
Goſpel-reformation,paying of tyches I mean, 
as they are now required to be paid, it ſeems 
to me to betheduty ofall, ſofarre as in them 
lieth, ro promote this work before the door 
be fally ſhut, and God diſowne thepreſent 
aQors for want of faith, courage, diligence, | 
and fincerity. And although a ſentence of 
death ſeem to be paſſed already upon Chriſts 
cauſe in this particular, yer we ſhould not 


flinch 


. 
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(35) 
flinch orbe diſconraged, as long as there is 
any the leaſt poſlibiliry of doing good. And 
laſtly, the procraſtinating of a work which 
God harh marked our to be now to be done, 


by the votes of his ſealed ones in all places, 


is a very great offence : As in Hageaz's time 
the work of building of the Temple was pur 
off under pretence the rime was nor come, 
Hg. 1. 2. for which they are Tharply re-* 
proved. 

04j-2. Bur it may further be objeced,that 
the greateſt, wiſeſt, and molt learned in the 


Land cry ſhame of fuch motions : and ſome _ 


that have vecne forward this way have now 
learned more wit, and are as much againſt it 
as ever they were for it, &c. 

Sol, True it is, Gods works , though in 
their ſeaſon, have ſeldome found the friend- 
ſhip of great ones. Truths of God (eſpect- 
ally touching upon intereſts) are a continual 
offence to the great men of rhis world. Have 
any of the Rulers or Phariſees believed in hins * 


| was thought a good plea in Chriſts time, 


Not many wiſe not many mighty, not many noble, 
in Paxls time. It is not long agone I taught 
out of thisScripture, But their Nobles put nos 
C 4 | theer 
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their neck ta-'the work of their God. 1 
confeſle this isagreat diſcouragement to ma- 
ny, Men of princely race, noble blood,great 
parts,aie nor uſually ſaved firſt. The Lord ſhat 
ſave THE TENTS of Judah firſt, Zach, 12. 
7. Aad therefore I am not utterly caſt down 
ro ſee many great and learned ones with- 
drawing their hands from Gods work. But 
Fhumbly oropound two thiugs, Firſt, whe. 
ther Moral precepts are our of date ?, I hope 
nonethink fo, thar reſolve chat Chriſt is: Lord 
and King of his Church, and that Morals are 
of cternal veriry. *Tis true (I confefſe) thar 
neither this Law of Decimation or tythes, 
nor yet that of aSeptimarianSabbath are pri 
marily Moral, bur that they are ſecnndarily 
and poſitively Moral I have formcriy pro. 
ved for the one, andjudge ſo of the other, 
though ic be not my preſent work now to 
meddle with ir. And Jam perſwaded many 
that diſlike my way of handling this matter, 
are yet clear cnaugh of the ſame judgement 
with me, v;z, that rythes are the Lords por- 
tion, and due Fure Divino, Then ſecondly, 
T humbly demand , whether there can be 


greater eyidence that this is a truth of God 


(about 
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— 

(about removing what bindercth the praQti- 7? 
ſing of it,]I meane) then-have beene in our 4 
th] age: when the ſpirics of men are raiſed too- 
1 | bcyChrilt inallthings,and 70 follow the Lamb 
whither ſoever be goeth. Bor although it be true, 

a | thar much darkaefle 15 among the godly par- 

- | ty aboutthe latter part of my Theſis, that 

rt | eythes are holy tothe Lord Morally; yetfor 

- | the catching and ſnatching of thera whichts 

e | now in uſe, and the compelling of: peapleto 

dj give (nor to: Ceſaronly., bu) to Nobles, 
c 
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Lawyers, perſecutors of the-power of godli- 
- neſs,and I know to whom cl{c, that which is 

Gods ; I am per{waded it is generally con- 
- | detmredin the hearts and ſpirits ofall, orthe 
y moſt that truly fear and loye God. "5 
b And notwithſtanding, what by the perfi- 
, | dious and treacherous dealing of ſome parti» 
o | cular perſons that have beene employed a- 
p | boutgreat works in our dayes,. who like 
- | Abſolonor Achitophel to David, or like She> 
t | 72azabto Nehemiah , or Jydes to Chriſt, have 
- | proved falſe; and what by diſcouragements 
ofthe honelt party, and diſappointmenits-of 
expeations.in the loſe of fair opportunities 
(which wein England are not ſtrangers unto), 1 
And what by over-afting of others before 
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diſpenſation to each particular gave the call; 
' And whatby conjunction with ſuch as have 
not beenereall hearted tothe cauſe of Gol; 
this truth and ſome others ſeeme to be ſliine 
with the two witnefles foratime; yet 1 am 
perfwaded it will not belong before God 
will returne to his work that hath beene of 
late uponthe wheele; and either make tome 
ro remember themſelves and do their firtt 
work, or lay them a{ide (chat peoples eyes 
may be removed from inſtruments ro. him- 
{cIt) and caſheere them that have catheered 
themſelves one of their imploymenrs for 
God and his people; and of ſtones raiſe up 
children to 4braham, and bringers to paſſe 
of his minde and will, forthe ſetting up of 
Chriſtian worſhip , and throwing downe 
that carnal Miniſtery which is chiefly kept 
vp by this irregular paying of tythes in this 
Nation, to ſuch as Gods people can fee no 
mark of, or call from God upon. 


The reſult of all is clearly this, that if 


great men will not, meaner men ſhall. 
Chriſt was borne of meane parentage, came 


out ofGalilee,which could not but bea cloud 


over him, andagrext trial tothe faith of the 
| godly 


Co 


(39) - 
| godly who were told that he' was ro'come 
out of Bethlehem. It protefſedMiniſters out of 
fear & diſtruſt of God,will grve an uncertain 
{ound , tradeſmen, fiſhermen, tentmakets; 
blew-apron-men ſhall ſpcak plainer, 1Mfay,tf 
theſe(with the Scribes &Phariſecs)ſhoutd be 
ſilent, or enemies rather, the ftones ſhall cry 
out: The lictle ſtone hewed out of the mouyh= 
tain without hands, will throw down all that 
belongs to the fourth beaft in either ſhape or 
forme. We were wont to ſay in the times of 
the P:elacy, thar Homulies and rhe Service- 
Bock were the two legoes cf a dumb Mini- 
ſtery in England, Confider I pray you, whe 
ther the compelling of payment of Tyrhes 
now as they are paid, bz nor of great uſe for 
the continuance of a formal artificial outſide 
carnal Miniſtery inthis Nation. | 

But me:hinks 1 hear ſome ſay, the Ordi- 
nance whereby Commiftoners are appoint- 
cd for the approbation of publik Preachers, 
rogether with that whereby diverſe are ap- 
pointed for the eje&ion of ſcandalous and in- 
ſufficient Miniſters, being duly and carefully 
exccuted, will quickly make a riddance of 
many that are now imployed, and ſothe laſt 
diſcourſe 1 


(49) 

diſcourſe before-going will be uſeleſle, 

+, I acknowledge there is very much in 
thoſe two Ordinances, had we ſuch ſpirned 
men as thoſe actings call for which are in 
them required: And were that way the way 
of Chriſt ſoclearly ro all, as perhaps it may 
be to fome. But the declared difſents and dil- 
contents of a very religions party, do ſeeme 
to lay ſomething is wanting. Beſides raineto 
lay corne that ſhould be cut downe, is out of 
ſeaſon : And Barbers that cut off thehaire 
and ler the head alone, that ſhould rather be 
{o uſed, are-inſuthcient to be executioners. 
Conſider what I ſay. 

There 1s further this one thing generally 
complained of (for 7 hear many things more 
then many that can do much more good then 
Ican, if they. would) that chis tends very 
lirtle. in many places to the propagation of 
the Goſpel, or ſaving of ſouls, For ( as a 
great man in the Miniſtery ſaid in publike, 
that he knew not which ,was the beſt death, 
poiſoning or tarving,f6) ſay many ,if ſuch 
vacant places were filled with godly expert-. 
enced Saints apt to teach, twere ſomething ;z; 

but ancient men are tound ſcandalous, and ſo 
| | cjeced, 


(41) 
ejected; and youths that will be any thing for 
aquiet life, are found to bemade uſe of; or 
nonear all:% to my knowledge, Patrons and 
young men can agree about Livings, and the 
Commiſſioners for A pprobation! never hear 
of cither the Patron or his Clerk. Bleſſed be 
God thar bath ſo farre pur it into the heart of 
choſe that have power to preparcChriſts way 
before him, as to do {o much as hath beene 
done in this perverſe, froward, and nnto- 
ward Nation: yet it is bumbly conceived 
that notwithſtanding the multipticd ſenten= 
ces of death upon Church: work z yet grace 
and mercy that are by dark diſpenſations 
uſually uſhered in, are wrapped up anda 
comiog all this while. I wiſh none of my 
Brethren-vould give way to envious grudg= 
ings againit rhe perſons of {uch as are now in 
power, but rather pray for them, which I 
am ſure,of they more ſtand in need of, ther 
give cauſe of,cnvie, And for them my pray= 
'r is \ thatthey will caſt downe that toul Idol 
Diſcretion falſely ſo called; My meaning is, 
that they would not be roo much given /t& 
tears and forccaſtings, as Jonah was, wheres 
dy he was put out of Gods way. | 


pak: 


+»  Tomakeanendot my Appendix. My hope 
15, thatthe time is not far off in whichtruths 
will be better ſeeneand agrcedupon by and 
among the Saints. As for fond Familiſts, 
Quakers, Ranters, and ſuch kinde of poore 
ſeduced bewirched ſouls, letthem be look- 
ed upon with pitie as we are Saints, and dealr 
withall by Magiſtrates, as Gods Word 
doth warrant. For my part I know no odds} 
(now) berwecne the powerof our Gover-| 
nours, and the Kings of Iſrael and Judah. 
'Tis true, their Kings were typical, and their 
Land Sacramental , but their power within 
Church and withour, was the ſame that now 
;t 1s,concerning both the Tables of the Mo- 
rall Law. But I finde not that they that ru. 
ed well, did meddle wich matters of Church 
cogniſance purely ſo,otherwile then to pro- 
te the Prieſts and Levites and people of 
God, and puniſh evil-doers. Ye cannot be 
ignorant ofthe ground of that catching que- 
ſtion moved to our Lord Jeſus, Is it lawful ts 
give tribute 10 Ceſar f Tf it had not beene 
Gods, it had ſcarce beene worth the anſwer-] 
ing. If oneſhould askeof me, Is it lawful. 


to pay Tythes to my Lord or bites a 


| upon the Tſrae] of God, Let God have his due 


(43) IJ 
a one 2. I have learned of my Lord and Ma. * 
ſter to anſwer, Grve——> and unto God the 
things that are Gods. . If Magiſtrates will nor, 
or cannor, though they would, redeeme or 
reſcue the Lords portionour of the hands of 
the ſpoyler andſacrilegious Tenant, and make 
way for the Saints oblervance of this Moral 
duty of giving God his due with morecaſe, 
and diſbarden their conſciences that are vex- 
ed for not (inning againſt it (which yer may 
betheir ignorance); 1 fay it this cannot be, 
yet (for I acknowledge many clouds of dark- 
neſſe ace abour this truth, which' I hope the 
Sunne of righteouſneſſe will ſhortly diſpe])- 
verderide nor, flight not my counſel, letthe 
Sabbath day, Ordinances (whereof this is 
one, and hokding the ſame Covenant of 
race in extent to you and yours (which was 
no ceremony among Gods ancient people) 
is another) and union together of Saints 
by profeſſion in Churches, and of Churches 
alſoas ſtreets of one Jeruſalem, be carctully 
regarded 5 And peace ſhall be upon you, and 
mercy walking by this Rule (or Canon) and 


in his way , though wich ſome loſſe unto 
thee, 
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+ the , Uprill the titne come of the fall of A 

- _ ticbriſtin this particular alſo, the caciS1 
E meaneof Tyrhes by ritles derived from him 
and his facrilegious adherents and ſucce(- 
* fours. The Lord will ſhortly clear up this 
|  ahdorhertruths with the brightneſſe: of his 
| coming. Even ſo Amen, Come Lord Jeſus, 
- -, comequickl. | 
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a&h& offer of Salvation both to Jewes and 
I@gpihily and plainly applyedsthe ſecond 

ton: Whereunto 1s added a diſcourſe for the 

- payment of Tithes; by T homas Larckhham M- A. 

ſometime of Trinity Colledgein Cambridge, 

The Rock of Apes, or a Treatile of the eighteen 
Attributes of God; twelve of them communicable, 
and fix incommunicable, being the ſubſtance of 
Sundry LeRtures, by Thomas Larkham M- A 
ſomitume of Trinity Colledge in Cambridge. ; 


